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The present-day campus of Hampden-Sydney College is b u i l t  around College 
S t r ee t ,  the main road which runs north t o  south, the Via Sacra, and a curv i  
d r ive ,  the l a t t e r  two of which.run west from the main s t r e e t .  Along the 
curving dr ive  stand two of the  College's o ldes t  s t ruc tures ,  the Alamo and 
Cushing Hall. The Alamo cons i s t s  of a br ick house b u i l t  i n  1817 fo r  the 
vice-president of the school, combined with an adjacent two-story block 
added before 1835 and s e t  at  an angle t o  the o r ig ina l  house with the  
r e s u l t i n g  t r i angula r  void f i l l e d  in.  Except fo r  porch addi t ions  and 
Victorian a l t e r a t i o n s ,  mostly on the eastern end wall  of the newer pa r t ,  t h  
Alamo r e t a in s  i ts  Fede ra l i s t -p l a s t e r  f l a t  arches and Flemish bond br ick 
facades. Unfortunately, Whitehouse Hall, a  1967 version of the  Lawn a t  
t he  UniversiFy of VVirginkq, ha$ been placed ju s t  t o  the  west of the  Alamo. 

. DESCRIPTION P 

To the e a s t  of the  ~ i a m o  'is Cqshing Hall ,  known a s  "The College" f o r  many 
years.  The &ast wing and cen te r  pavi l ion were completed by 1822 and the  
west wing possibly by 1830, c rea t ing  a thirteen-bay,  four-story br ick  
s t r u c t u r e  with gable roof and pro jec t ing  cen t r a l  three-bay pavil ion.  In  
1836 Cushing Hall held for ty-eight  dormitory room, the  chapel,  two l ec tu re  
rooma and two roc ie ty  h a l l s ,  but  now i t  i r  used almost e n t i r e l y  as a 
s tudent  dormitory with l i t t l e  o r ig ina l  i n t e r i o r  f i n i s h  remaining. 

CONDITION 

Three buildings,  composing the  o r i g i n a l  Union Theological Seminary grouping, m 

s tand near the  e a s t  end of the  Via Sacra, s o  named because i t  was the  old -I 

loca t ion  of the Seminary before it moved t o  Richmond i n  1898. The easternmcsW 
of these buildings is Penshurst, a two-story, three-bay house with cen t r a l  c 
entranceway and hipped roof,  b u i l t  i n  1830 a s  a professor ' s  home. To the n . west .?a: V-ellable Hal l  whose. eag.t .end was bqi l t .  between 1825 and 1924. with 
the  c e n t r a l  and western por t ions  added about 1831; i t  served a s  the  dormitory -I '- 
chapel and l i b r a r y  of the Seminary. The broad, b r ick  three-s tory facade 
with i ts  cen t r a l  pedimented pavi l ion is similar i n  s i z e  and shape t o  Cushing O 

Hall of the same period, a few hundred yards t o  the north. West of Venable Z 

Hall  i s  the  t h i rd  Seminary building,  Middlecourt, b u i l t  circa 1829 a s  a m 

professor ' s  home. Although the  l a t t e r  h?s a s ide  h a l l  plan, i t  is c lose ly  
s imi l a r  i n  design t o  Penshurst on the  other s ide  of Venable Hall. Nearer 
t o  College S t r ee t  and between the  o r ig ina l  s i t e s  of the College and the 
Seminary stands the o r ig ina l  p res iden t ' s  house, Graham H a l l ,  now a dormitory. 
B t ~ i l t  circa 1833, the br ick,  two-story s t ruc ture  with i t s  gable roof and 
three-bay f ron t  was  enlarged t o  the  r ea r  and a l t e r ed  i n  1916. 

Southeast of Graham Hall,  across  College S t r ee t ,  s tands the three-s tory 
br ick  adminis t ra t ion building,  known as Atkinson Hall,  which was b u i l t  i n  
1850 a s  a residence and became pa r t  of the College i n  1899. Adjacent t o  
i t  is the  small mid-eighteenth century law o f f i ce  of Nathaniel Venable, one 
of the  o r ig ina l  t rus tees  of the  College. In  t h i s  o f f i ce  the  Presbytery of 
Hanover met i n  1775 t o  organize the school. In  1944 the o f f i c e  was moved 
from Sla te  H i l l  P lantat ion,  Prince Edward County, t o  i ts  present locat ion.  
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North of Atkinson Hall and the  l a w  o f f i ce  is College Church, designed by 
D r .  Robert Lewis Dabney and b u i l t  i n  1860 i n  standard Greek Revival fashion. 
Unstuccoed br ick walls and p i l a s t e r s  support a heavy en tab la ture  under a 
low, hipped roof. The 'entranceway is i n  the form of a d i - s ty l e  i n  a n t i s  
porch under a pediment. 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S ~ O N I C I C A N S E  

The h i s to ry  of Hampden-Sydney College goes back to  1774 "hen the minis ters  
of Hanover Presbytery suggested t o  t h e i r  congrega,tions i n  Prince Edward 
and Cumberland Counties that money be raised'  fo r  "a public schoo1;for 
the  l i b e r a l  education of youth . . . on the  southside of the.'Blue Ridge." 
Their  e f f o r t s  were successful ,  and Hampden-Sydney Academy opened i ts  door6 
i n  1776. In 1783 the  General Assembly incorporated i t  a s  "The College 
of Hampden-Sydney." From 1823 t o  1898 Union Theological Seminary, 
dedicated t o  educati,% "poor and pious" youth fo r  the minis t ry ,  was 
operated a s  pa r t  of Rampden-Sydney College. In addi t ion,  Hampden-Sydney 
sponsored a medical school i n  Richmond from 1837 to  1854 when the  school 
was chartered a s  the Medical College of Virginia. 

Hampden-Sydney College has continued to  f lour i sh  t o  the present  day a s  
one of the  pr inc ipa l  and o ldes t  educational i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  Virginia.  
The surv iva l  o,f most of the  o r ig ina l  buildings i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  s e t t i n g  ' hiis' $rc&etf ttrd niheV&ehth-c$n'itr$' 'rur'ak' tibL'1'eke' &Pinpiis &f&s*here "if 
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Dietz Press, 1955. 
Foote, William H., Sketches of Virginia,  His tor ica l  and Biographical. - 

Richmond: 1966 ( 1 s t  pr int ing.  1850). 
 he Preacher Who Designed Four Churches," Virginia Cavalcade, Vol. 8, No. 

2 (Autumn, 1958). 
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7. The remaining nineteenth-century s t ruc tures  include Estcourt 
(c i rca  le31) * H.mpdan -urn ( b e ~ e e n  1855 and 1860). Moore .Infirmary 
(1890). and Dabney H o w  C_ c i r ca  1856). The twentieth-century s t ruc tures  
which have been placed SFhr the nost par t  i n  the a rea  between the old 
Seminary Oite  and the W'Xginal College s i t e  attempt to  copy the Georgian 
influences of the e a r l y  *ay8 of the 

Partly because its -11 s ize  and par t ly  because of slow growth, 
H a m ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ y ~ ~ ~ ~   IS. been able  to  re ta in  the uncrowded atmosphere 
it must have had In the nineteenth century when many of i ts  s t ruc tures  
were In Vite O* t he  i r regular  s i t e ,  the complex of buildings,  

and new* have a si*licity and directness  which lends a formal a i r  
to  the campus. 

6. Virginia His tor ic  Land-tks Conmission Report 873-3, 4, 12, 13, 14, 15, I 1 6 . 1 7 . 1 8 , 1 9 , Z O ~  I 
1969 - S t a t e  
Virginia His tor ic  h n & R v k 8  Comiesion 
Room 1116, Ninth Street  S t a t e  Office Building 
Richmond, Virginia C*: 45 



HAMPDEN-SYDNEY COLLEGE HISTORIC DISTRICT INVENTORY 

NOTE: ALL RESOURCES ARE CONTRIBUTING UNLESS MARKED (NC) FOR 
NONCONTRIBUTING. EACH RESOURCE WAS ASSIGNED A THREE-PART HISTORIC 
DISTRICT NUMBER (73-58-01 THROUGH 73-58-16). CERTAIN SIGNIFICANT 
RESOURCES, HOWEVER, ALSO HAVE TWO-PART FILE NUMBER ASSIGNED FROM A 
PREVIOUS SURVEY (73-03, 73-04, 73-13, ETC.). THESE NUHBERS ARE 
INDICATED WITHIN PARENTHESIS. 

73-58-01 1819, 2-story, Flemish-bond brick, Federal style 
(73-13) administration building ("The Alamolv), with a tin gable 

roof and 6/9 and 9/9 double-sash windows; 2-story 
Flemish-bond brick addition added in 1822. 

73-58-02 1990, 3-story, stretcher-bond brick, Colonial Revival- 
style dormitory with a slate hipped roof with a central 
front gable, modillion cornice, and a Palladian window 
over the entrance. NC. 

73-58-03 1822-1830, 4-story, Flemish-bond brick, Federal-style 
(73-14) dormitory (Cushing Hall), with a slate pedimented gable 

roof, with 4 1-bay Greek Revival-style entrance porches 
and a lunette in each pedimented gable. 

73-58-04 ca.1990, 1-story, stretcher-bond brick, ColonialRevival- 
. style academic building with a slate gable roof with 

flanking end cross gables, a 1-story, 1-bay porch with a 
pedimented gable roof, and a central cupola. NC. 

73-58-05 1936, 3-story, Flemish-bond brick, Colonial Revival-style 
educational facility (Morton Hall), with a slate 
pedimented gable roof with a central front gable, 6/6 
double-sash windows and modillions and dentils below the 
box cornice. 

73-58-06 1940, 2-story, Garden-wall bond brick, Colonial Revival- 
style athletic facility (Gammon Gymnasium), with a slate 
pedimented gable roof, 4 interior brick chimneys, and a 
3-story, 3-bay 1955 brick addition. 

73-58-07 1935, 2-story, stretcher-bond brick, Colonial Revival- 
style dwelling with a composition shingle-clad pedimented 
gable roof, a 1-story, 1-bay porch, and 6/6 double-sash 
windows. 



ca. 1920, 2-story, frame and weatherboard, Colonial 
Revival-style manse with a slate-clad gable roof, a 1- 
story, 3-bay porch, and an ornate fanlight and sidelights 
at entrance. 

ca. 1860, 1-story, stretcher-bond brick, Greek Revival- 
style church (College Church) with a shingle-clad hipped 
roof, a 1-story, 3-bay recessed Greek Revival-style 
portico, and brick pilasters along its side. A cemetery 
(contributing site) is located to the east side. 

1833, 2-story, Flemish-bond brick, Greek Revival-style 
academic building (Graham Hall), with a slate-clad gable 
roof, a 1-story, 3-bay porch with Doric columns, and a 
large brick rear addition with a louvered cupola. 

1922, 3-story, English-bondbrick, Colonial Revival-style 
academic building (Bagby Hall), with a slate-clad 
pedimented gable roof with a central front gable, a 
louvered cupola, and 616 double-sash windows. 

1834, 3-story, Garden-wall bond brick, Colonial Revival- 
style administration building (Atkinson Hall), with a tin 
hipped roof and 616, 619, and 919 double-sash windows. 

1926, 1-story, Flemish-bondbrick, Colonial Revival-style 
campus store (Cabell House)., with a slate-clad gable roof 
with a central front gable, a frontispiece at the central 
entrance, 20-light and 818 double-sash windows. 

ca. 1737-1756, frame and weatherboard, vernacular 
dwelling ( "The Cradle") with a slate-clad gable roof, 
916 double-sash windows, and an exterior end brick 
chimney. 

1941, Garden-wall bond brick, Colonial Revival-style 
museum (Museum of Hampden-Sydney), with a slate-clad 
gable roof with a central front gable, modillions beneath 
the box cornice and a pedimented frontispiece at the 
entrance. 

1830, Flemish-bond brick, Greek Revival-style dwelling 
(Penshurst) , with a tin hipped roof, 1-story, 3-bay front 
porch, and 4 interior end capped brick chimneys. 




